Student-directed teaching of medical ethics at a Canadian medical school.
The medical faculty at Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario, Canada, in 1982 decided to omit the formal teaching of medical ethics from its curriculum. This decision led both students and faculty members to review the role of ethics in medical education. The outcome was the establishment of a minicourse of four three-hour sessions devoted to the examination and debate of selected ethical issues. The course was directed by students, who chose four general topics for discussion and three subtopics to be the focus in each session. They organized debates between faculty and community members from the fields of medicine, law, philosophy, and theology to be the core of instruction. The course resulted in a high level of satisfaction among the students, who felt that the issues chosen had been appropriately explored. The course, therefore, was continued in the same form by the following medical class.